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Outline

This seminar starts with a programmatic paper by Rutter & Sroufe (2000). We will first
show the beginnings of developmental psychopathology and which research fields were
relevant for its conception. A major conceptual contribution was the distinction between
risk and protection. Following, the current theoretical orientation will be characterized by
dominant features - the interactive-contextualist concept of human development, the
notion of continuities and discontinuities between normal and maladjusted development,
and the pronounced interest in the analysis of causal mechanisms and effects. These
characteristic features will be exemplified in more depth by select empirical studies on a
range of topics. We will deal with risks concerning attachment, with the relationship
between autism and normative social reasoning, life-span models of exhibiting and
resisting from deviance. The common denominator among the studies is that either
concepts from developmental psychopathology have induced the research or have
enriched the interpretation. Towards the end we will illuminate a number of future
research fields, such as the relationship between biological and ecological determinants
of development, the role of socio-cognitive processes, and the conditions of resiliency,
that is thriving against the odds. We conclude with exemplary interventions against
externalizing behaviours and demonstrate the conditions for public policy relevance of
research. The consequence of traumatic experiences will serve as an example.

Course requirements

Active, regular participation in class and accomplishment of reading assignments

Present the rationale and the results of a research paper (PowerPoint), or write a critical
synopsis of such a paper, or structure and lead a group discussion (counts as mid-term
paper)

A successful final exam (essay and/or multiple-choice test)

Target group

Advanced MA and PhD-students interested in developmental psychopathology. Students
from the FSU and PSU will intensively work together: As far as possible each preparatory
group will consist of German and American students. Course language will be English.
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