Writing Workshop, Jena 2009

Dear participants,

Not surprisingly, in my workshop, I would like to give you an idea on how to write empirical journal articles in a good way. “Good” means good in terms of readability and comprehensiveness, but “good” also – and maybe most importantly - means good in terms of the chances to get published in high-status journals in our field. Having been an associate editor for the European Journal of Social Psychology, and being (or having been) on many editorial boards, I would like to share my ideas about successful academic writing with you. 

More specifically, the workshop will tackle issues such as

· how to write … (some useful rules and strategies)
· how to begin … (getting the reader interested)
· strategic issues in writing

· choosing a journal for your submission

· the review process.

In order to prepare for and as an input for the workshop, I want you to do the following tasks in advance:

1) I want all participants of the workshop to come up with the first 1-3 paragraphs (1-1,5 page max., double spaced, font 12) of an article they already wrote and submitted, or are in the process of writing, or that they would consider a nice opening for an article that has, so far, been only a vague idea. 
Please send an electronic copy of these paragraphs to Annette Baier (annette.baier@uni-jena.de) until November 22, the very latest.  
Please make also a power point slide with the title of your paper on it plus as many sentences as fit on the sheet in font 18, at least. Annette will collect that material for me and will merge the ppt-slides in one presentation. 
We will discuss some of the openings during the workshop. In case you would not like to become the target of feedback in public, let Annette and me know, and we will, of course, accept your decision.

2) Think about an article you came across during your study or your PhD-project that you like a lot. What made you think that this is a very good article? Please do a bit brainstorming on this question and share your thoughts with the group during the workshop.

3) What are your questions and concerns with respect to academic writing? What do you want to know about academic writing? Which problems are you possibly experiencing? Which aspects are you especially uncertain about? – Please reflect a bit on these questions prior to the workshop; moreover you are also welcome (but certainly not obliged!) to already add a short document summarizing these thoughts to the material you submit to Annette Baier (see under 1)).  

Recommended reading
Finally, I would like to recommend two useful chapters and one article to you, which can serve as background information for the workshop. We will probably not have the time to explicitly discuss these articles, but I certainly recommend them to you as useful tools to facilitate your academic writing:

Bem, D.J. (2002). Writing the empirical journal article. In Darley, J. M., Zanna, M. P., & Roediger III, H. L. (Eds) (2002). The Compleat Academic: A Career Guide. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. (the pdf-file is attached)

Kashy, D.A., Donnellan, M.B., Ackerman, R.A., & Russell, D.W. (2009). Reporting and interpreting research in PSPB: Practices, principles, and pragmatics. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 35, 1131-1142. (the pdf-file is attached)
Pelham, B.W. & Blanton, H. (2003). Conducting research in social psychology. Measuring the weight of smoke. Chapter 11: Telling the world about it (pp. 310-322).  (Note: the same chapter is also included in the previous edition of that book, Pelham, B.W. (1999), chapter 9)
If you have any questions, please let me know: s.otten@rug.nl
Annette Baier will give you more information about the place and exact schedule of the workshop, soon.

I am looking forward to meeting you on Friday, November 27!

Best,

Sabine Otten.
